plete.
It would be absurd descanting, at this time of day, on the importance of an acquaintance with the nature and treatment of insanity. It would be equally absurd to dwell upon the difficulty of the study. Unfortunately* that difficulty is too often illustrated by pregnant instances in our Courts of Law; and medical witnesses continually break down beneath the keen cross-examination of subtle advocates. But the cause of their so often cutting a sorry figure is not simply the obscurity inherent in mental disorders?" much of it must be laid to an imperfect information with respect to what is positively known of them, and much to that illogical method of reasoning so prevalent with members of our profession. The practice of medicine being essentially a calculation of chances, a mind not fortified by a sound education, is too apt to lose every thing like exactness, and to become entangled in the jnaze of probabilities. There are few who will not own how much they have been perplexed at times in grappling with this class of maladies, and fewer perhaps who will not peruse with curiosity and interest the experience of a man whose life has been spent in their investigation.
?uch a man is M. Esquirol. The 
